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(1) Preservation of human life takes precedence over everything except the re-

fusal to commit acts of incest or adultery, of bloodshed, and of idolatry. (2) If 

what is done to the corpse serves the needs of the living, it does not entail 

degradation of the deceased or the corpse. And the prohibition on deriving 

benefit from a corpse does not extend to its use in medical education… Nor 

should a distinction be drawn between Jewish and gentile deceased. What is 

permissible for medical purposes is permissible even with respect to a Jew-

ish corpse, and what is forbidden is forbidden even with respect to a gentile 

corpse. Especially in our time, one must not articulate such a distinction in 

writing or even think it; it should not be written and not be thought of, for there 
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is no greater desecration of God’s name. Any handling of limbs or flesh should 

be done with respect and awe… in proper accord with halakhah… We protect 

the Scriptural “image of God” in which every person was created138.

The Status of Women and Conditional Marriage and Divorce
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