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1 .  R A S H I  F O R G O T  T O  E A T  T H E  A F I K O M A N 

The Machzor Vitry is one of the oldest liturgical texts in Judaism. It contains 
prayers for the entire year, as well as the customs of the Jews of France, a 
commentary on the Ten Commandments and Pirkei Avot, liturgical poems, 
and a whole lot more. It was composed in the eleventh century by Rabbi 
Simcha of Vitry, a French scholar and student of the great Rashi. Buried deep 

in the Laws of eating the Afikoman is this: 

 ןמוקיפא לוכאלמ חכש .ד״ע ,חספ תוכלה

 .רכזוה ןוזמה תכרב רחאלו .ןוזמה תכרב םדוק הדועס רחא ןמוקיפא הצמ לכא אלו 'ר חכש תחא םעפ
 רשפיא יאו .הכרב לש סוכמ תותשלו ןוזמה תכרב הירחא ךרבל ךירצ היהש יפל .הנממ לוכאל הצר אלו
 ןיב התשי תותשל הצר םא וללה ]תוסוכה[ ןיב ןנבר רומאד .ללה לש סוכל ןוזמ לש סוכ ןיב תותשל
 ישילש סוכ םימכח ונקתש יפל ןיי אלב ןוזמה תכרב הילע ךרבל הצר אלו .התשי אל יעיברל ישילש
 .ןוזמה תכרב ךרבלו הצמ לכאל הצר אל ללה לש יעיבר סוכ רחא וליפאו .סוכ הכירצ איהש הארנו הילע
 תכרב רחא הצמ לוכאלמ ענמנ ןכ לעו .וניקתה אל השמח לבא .דבלב תוסוכ 'ד אלא וניקתה אל ןהש ינפמ
 ןוקיתכ תויושע ונלש תוצמ בור םתסש ינפמ .הצמ לכאלו רוזחל ךירצ ןיאש הז רבדב םעט קיזחהו :ןוזמה
 תישענו ליאוה הוצמ לש הצמ םשל ול הלוע ותדועס רמגב לכואש הצמו .הצמ םשל רמיש ןהב שיו םימכח
 כ"מ המלש וניבר ]גהנ[ )גהונ( ןכו :הצמ םשל רומיש הב

Once, R. forgot to eat the Afikoman after the meal, before saying Birkat 

Hamazon. And after benching he remembered, but didn’t want to go back and 

eat it. 

Who might this mysterious person “R” be? According to Rabbi Zeev 
Zuckerman, the author of the four-volume set Otzar Pilaos Hatorah, R is none 
other than Rashi. This makes sense, since Rabbi Simcha ben Shmuel of Vitry 
(d. 1105) was a student of Rashi. And so we have an eyewitness account that 
the great Rashi himself once forgot to eat the Afikoman! 
 
 
But not everyone agrees that “R” was Rashi. Aryeh Goldschmidt published a critical 
edition of the Machzor Vitry between 2003-2009, and in his commentary he identified 
R as Rabbi Kalonymous the Elder. This would most likely have been Kalonymus ben 
Isaac  who died in 1126. He was the father of Samuel he-Hasid, and the grandfather 
of the Judah he-Hasid. Judah was the author of the famous Sefer Hasidim (or at least 
most of it).  
 
 
 
 

Machzor	Vitry,	Golschmidt	edition.	Vol	II	page	430,	footnote	2: 
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A similar observation was made by Rabbi Mordechai ben Hillel Ashkenazi, known 
simply as The Mordechai, who was the author of an important legal commentary on 
the Talmud, and who was murdered in the Rintfleisch pogrom of 1298. Here is his 
commentary on the Seder, in which he retold the story of Kalonymus forgetting to eat 
the afikoman: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For discussion: Have you ever forgotten a critical part of a Jewish ceremony? 
How did you feel? 

• There are lots of rules to remember and it is easy to mess up. So forgive 
yourself if you forget something - you are in good company.  

  

Sefer	Hamordechai.	Vienna	1812.	96a.	
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2 .  WHEN THE CHATAM SOFER WAS BANISHED FROM HIS  
LIBRARY.  BY HIS  WIFE .  TWICE  

The famous Moses Sofer, known as Chatam Sofer, was asked a question by 
Dayan Yosef Yoel of Ternopil in the Ukraine. The Chatam Sofer gave his 
answer, but then added this rider: 

 

 

 

 
I have no access to my study, for I have been exiled from it by the pious women 

who are cleaning for Peseach. Therefore, I could not go into further detail, as 

would have been expected… 

Then it happened again. This time the question was from Rabbi Meir of the 
Hungarian town of Balassagyarmat (Yarmat in Yiddish). And again, Chatam 
Sofer gave his answer, but once more he was thwarted by the cleaning efforts 
going on around him.  

 

 

 

 
Your dear letter recently reached me, but it is a time of lots of moving, because 

our women have moved things from here and there, and they don’t even allow 

me access to my books…  

It wasn’t just the Chatam Sofer who complained. Rabbi Yaakov Schorr (1852-
1923) who lived in Galicia had similar troubles around the Pesach 
preparations. In his responsa Divrei Yaakov, published in 1881, he seemed to 
be losing patience: 

Chatam Sofer Orach Chaim 136. 
 

 

Likutei Shut Chatam Sofer, 30 
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I received your query on these days leading to Pesach, which required you to 

ask an appropriate question. But I am overworked, as things pile up around 

my neck, and I am forced to move from place to place. For to be a man is harder 

than to be a woman (!), for I have been forced out of my home and the Torah 

of God, by the pious women who are preparing the house for Pesach. But I 

secretly stole a few hours to answer you… 

The great Rabbi Yechezkel Landa of Prague, known as the Nodah Beyehuda 
was also a victim of Pesach cleaning. His son asked him whether fish brine 
was chametz. And here is how he began his answer: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nodah Beyehudah 57. 
 

 
 

Yaakov Schorr, Divrei Yaakov 1881, no 66: 
 

 



 5 

During these days of Nissan I am very busy with the problems of the 

community, who turn to me with the burden of showing them the proper path 

forward and how they should follow the many laws of Pesach. One comes with 

his flask and another with his barrel, and on top of this I have no free place of 

my own. I wander from room to room and from one corner to another while 

they scrape the walls and clean the house for Yom Tov. So I must be brief… 

Oh, by the way, he ruled that fish brine was indeed chametz. Good to know. 

For discussion: There are lots of changes we undertake on Pesach. Do you 
enjoy them, or find them challenging? 

• Just go with it. That’s what the Chatam Sofer did. 
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3 .  SPARE A THOUGHT FOR THOSE WHO SERVE 

As we sit down for our seder, we should spare a thought for those whose 
own seder must be curtailed because they serve others. There are countless 
nurses and doctors, soldiers and police, ambulance crews and public 
servants, (and if you are off to a hotel, lots of wait staff, chefs and servers) 
who continue to work so that we may recline. Sometimes, even rabbis have 
to give up their seder to serve others. Shmuel Salant (1816-1909) who served 
as the Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem for seventy years apparently cut his own 
seder short, so that he could be ready to help others with their halakhic 
questions on the first night of Pesach. 

 

 
Rabbi Salant was concerned that if he was to drink the four cups of wine, he 
would not be able to answer any halakhic question that might occur on the 
Seder night, for a person who has drank wine is forbidden to rule until he 
sobers up. Consequently, he would have the custom to finish his seder 

Rimon	 Y.	 and	Wasserman	 Y.	 Shmuel	 Bedoro.	 Tel	 Aviv.	Maslul,	
1961.	107.	
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quickly, take a quick nap to sleep off the alcohol, and then wake up ready to 
answer any questions that might come his way. It’s a charming insight into 
the life of a public servant, and should remind us to thank all those who toil 
so that we may enjoy Pesach.  

For discussion: There are lots of people who work hard to get us to this 
night. Spend a moment going around the table to thank them. 

• And if you are one of those public servants, thank you.  
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4 .  MAY A HUSBAND SELL CHAMETZ TO HIS  NON-J E W I S H  
WIFE?  

 
Rabbi Yaakov Jacob ben Joseph Reischer (c.1661–1733) served as a dayyan in Prague, 
and later served in Worms and Metz. Among his three volumes of responsa is this 
gem: 
 

In the state where I live there is a Jew who married a Gentile. She follows her 

own customs in every aspect, while he follows the customs of Israel. What 

happens to the chametz that is found in the house after Pesach? Is it 

permissible to be used, since it was the chametz that belonged to a Gentile, or 

is it forbidden, since a wife’s property also belongs to her husband?  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Rabbi Zeev Zuckerman, (from whose work תומש ,הרותה תואלפ רצוא  these examples are 
taken) drew from this responsum an example of the sensitivity with which we should 
reply to any question, and not disparage the one who asked. I suppose it would have 
been a better question to ask if a Jewish husband may sell his chametz to his non-
Jewish wife, but that wasn’t exactly the question asked of Rabbi Reischer, who ruled 
that in this case, the chametz was indeed permitted after Pesach.  

For discussion: Is there something special about Pesach that resonates with us, even 
if we are less careful to follow other parts of Jewish practice? 

• Always be kind to those with a question about Jewish law. 

 

 
Happy Passover from Talmudology! 

Shvut Yaakov vol 1, no 20 
 

 


